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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Redding-Hill House at the north edge of Keytesville, Missouri,
is a ranbling, ten room, wood frame structure., It was built

in a series of additions to what was originally a simple rec-
tangular one story frame house constructed in 1832. Additions

to the building occurred over a period of about Ll years

(1832 to ca. 1876). :

Original construction, now virtually buried in the fabric of

the building, includes the first floor of the centrzl section of
the present house. Subsequent enlargements of the original
modest-size house, described in chronological order are:

(refer to the diagram of construction chronology) }

1) A two story east section, approximately square in plan, added
to the original house (central section) in 1866. This addition
was built the same year as the Chariton County Courthouse at
Keytesville and was designed by the same architect. (Information
in a letter to the Missouri State Park Board from lfrs. John
Yarksbury, Keytesville, Missouri, December 3, 1968.) Research

to date has not revealed the architect's name or origin. The

east section is not in line with the facade of the central section,
but is situated with its south wall projecting about 25 feet south
of the south wall of the central section. The line of the north
wall is broken in a similar manner, i.e. carried about 25 feet
south., The paired-bracket cornice of the east section probably
established the precedent for the same design which was carried
around the entire house. Tais section has a truncated peaked
roof with a square look=-out cupola centered on top. Cupola

has paired round-arched windows on each side, a bracketed cornice
matching that of the rest of the house, and a cresting rail of
ornamented wrought iron, :

2) A one story west section was added to the west wall of the
central section before 1876, The original character of this
section was changed by later additions.

3) A second floor over the original house (central secticn)

was added after 1876, This addition continues the bracketed
cornice of the east section, has a hipped roof presently covered
with standing seam metal, and a dormer window at the center of
its south (front) slope. Ridge is oriented east and west and

is ornarented with metal cresting.

i) Second floor and open tower pavilion on third floor level
were added to the one story west section after 1376. Ihusicians
played from this open tower pavilion during summer lawn parties.
The tower is octegon-shaped in plan with peaked roof and orna-
mented weather vane at the peak. It rests on first and second
floor octagon bays which protrude south of the plane of the

south wall of the central section. Each bay face contains a
window. The bracketed cornice continues around this section

of the house.
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5) The disparate elements of this house are tied together by a
large wooden porch that follows the irregular line of the facade
(south wall) and wraps around onto the west and east sidewalls.
The porch was added after 1876, probably replacing an earlier
porch in front of the central section, and in front of the south
entry door of the east section., The porch roof is supportved by
turned wood posts with ornate brackets at the top. This roof .
provides an open balcony at second floor level, rimmed by ornate
wrought iron railing.

The exterior walls are clapboarded and painted white. Windows are
double-hung sash, one large pane of glass in each sash. A few
workable exterior louvered shutters are missing; however, the large
murber remaining appear to be of early date.

Irregularity of the exterior appearance of the housg.is reflected
on the interior in an eccentric floor plan that includes an unusually
narrow stairway and several rooms having more than four walls,

The house is furnished with many family owned period pieces.

Conterporary outbuildings concentrated to the east and near north
(rear) sides of the house. A two-room doll house (ca., 1870s)

was located just east of the main house. The doll house remained

on the property until 1949 when it was purchased by JIr. and lrs.

Ben H. Kinkhorst and moved %o Brunswick, Missouri. (The Brunswicker,
Brunswick, Sept. 29, 1949, p. 1, col. 6.) '

Mrs, Kinkhorst was collaterally related through her gresat-grandmother
who was Redding's first cousin, to the original builder-owner,
William R, Redding. Mr. and lMrs., Kinkhorst purchased the Redding-
Hill house in 1955 and shortly afiter that date returned the doll
house (moved in 1949) to its original location. (Information in

a letter from Mrs. John lMarksbury, 100 West North Street, Keytesville,
Missouri, December 3, 1968,) ' : o

The house is presently in good condition, but needs general
refurbishing.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Ewants, Etc.)

The Redding-Hill House is significant primarily as an architectural
curiosity being a composite residential structure built over a
period of about Ll years (1832 to ca. 1876) and erhibiting the
mid-nineteenth century response to the families' increase in size
and means. ' ‘

The exterior appearance and interior floor plan of this house’
demonstrate a pronounced taste for asymmetry that contrasts with
the earlier preference for symmetrical planning typical of most
houses dating from the early statehood pericd in central lMissouri.

The original owner and builder of the Redding-Hill House, William
R. Fedding, came to Keytesville, lissouri from Bedford, Virginia,
as & young married man. He built the original part of the house,
a simple rectangular one story structure, on a 60 acre farm tract
il;xLl%BZ. (The Brunswicker, Brunswick, Oct. 11, 1956, p. 1, cols.
2 te /- .

In 1854 his daughter, L_izabeth Redding, married William E. Hill
who became a prosperous banker and tobacco dealer in Keytesville,
In 1872, three years after the death of his first wife, Hill ac-
quired the house, He married Miss Sallie Scott and they had five
children. The name "House of Seven Hills" was applied to the house
during this period of its history. : :

In 1955 the house was purchased by Mr. and Mrs. Ben H. Kinkhorst.
Mrs. Kinkhorst's great-grandmother was a first cousin of the
original builder-owmer, William R. Redding. Since the death of
Mrs. Kinkhorst in 1962, the property has been owned jointly by her
two daughters. Irs. John lMarksbury, one of the daughters, and
her husband, now occupy the house. ‘

Since 1957 the house has been open to the public during the surmer
months,
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History

"Home of Seven Hills."

Oct. 11, 1956, p. 1, cols. 2-h.
to hone, its 1nter10r appointment and furnishings.

2, Chariton Courier, Keytesville, May 29, 1B96.

1. The Brunswicker, Brunswick, Sept. 29, 1949, p. 1, col, 6.
of "Doll House" on east lawm,

Description of additions
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Reference to

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY

0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R JOF LESS THAN ONE ACRE

E AND LONGITUD NATES

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degree; Minutes Seconds
NW ° d 4 o v »
NE o ’ - ° v -
SE o . L] (-] * »
W ° ’ . o ' .

Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds

39° 26 13 " | 92 ° 56 12~

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE: coDE | counNnTY 'l cooe
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: _ ‘ CODE
STATE: E : CODE | COUNTY: CODE .
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE

ND TITLE:

M. Patricias Holmres

., Research Architectural Hi

storian

SNOILONYALS NI

ORGANIZATION w4gsouri State Park Board DATE
State Historical Survev and Planning Office May 8, 1969
STREET AND NUMBER:
P,C. Box 176, 120 Jefferson Bujlding
CITY OR TOWN: STATE CODE
Jefferson City Nbsspurw 65101, I 12k

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:
National Stat cal (R

_I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

ZZLJL //1/ i/ (%IM Ay

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Pre}é’r?at_ion

JUL 29 1968

Date

ATTEST: -

//{/M /c é?&z{

ffeeper of T gNatzonaI Regzst r

Date JUL 2 1969
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"Hill Homestead," brochure, 100 West North Street, Keytesville,
Missouri, no publ., recent date.

History of Howard and Chariton Counties. S5t. Louis:
National Historical Corpany, 1803, p. L32.
Mention of William E. Hill,

An Tllustrated Historical Atlas of Chariton County, Missouri.
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania: Edwards Brothers of
Missouri, 1876, p. 19. Listing for William E. Hill,
business as "Cashier Bank Keytesville." '

Information in a letter from lirs. B. H. Kinkhorst, 100 West
North Street, Keytesville, Missouri, to Mr. Dan H. Spies,
Research Associate, State Historical Society of Missouri,
‘Nov., 10, 1961.

Informetion in a letter to the Missouri State Park Board
from Mrs. John Marksbury, 100 West North Street,
Keytesville, Missouri, December 3, 1968.

State Historical Society of Missouri's Historic Sites Files,
Corner, Hitt and Lowry streets, Columbia, Missouri,
ref. Chariton County Photo Files and Chariton County
‘Historic Sites File,
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DATE PLACED ON NATIONAL REGISTER:
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DATE FILE REVIEWED:

Chariton
100 W. North St., Keytesville, Mo. 65261

See Site File Copy
See Site File Copy

10-26-68
05-15-69
05-19-69
05-21-69
07-29-69
11-07-73

Survey Office Staff - Jerald Stepenoff,
M. Patricia Holmes, Nancy B. Breme
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The Redding-Hill House is significant as an architectural curiosity being a

composite residential structure built over a period of about 44 years (1832 to ~
ca. 1876) and exhibiting the mid-19th century response to the family's increase
in size and means.




























